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Medical Virology Fourth Edition focuses on fundamental principles, mechanisms and basic facts.
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This is a 21 year old book. It is legally allowed to drink and yet it still is a great book for virology.

Very well written, precise and to the point. Great reference and a great book to have in your lab or

your library if you work in the field.

As I have made out in my title, this is the best way I can describe this book. Its small size contradicts

its vast amount of information within. With respect to the other reviewer the book I find is excellent at

delivering highly detailed information in the fewest words - cutting to the chase - however like the

other reviewer comments, its detail can be off putting without sufficient back up by other texts. In

this respect the book is probably best thought of as reference material for instant access to cutting

edge information on viruses. The book also has sections that individually deal with the virus families

and allow the reader to quickly access information regarding viruses belonging to each family, which

is particularly useful considering the quagmire of virus names.

Although some of the viral taxonomy is a bit out of date (4th edition was published in 1994!), David

White and Frank Fenner's text is an absolute classic, as evidenced by the fact that the figures one

will find in this book have been shamelessly adapted by many more modern (and usually lesser)

textbooks, often without crediting the source. I used this book to get a strong, classical view of viral

pathogenesis whilst preparing some lectures for 2nd year medical students. The authors do a great



job explaining the pathogenesis of viral diseases in succinct, to the point language. I hope to see an

updated 5th edition someday.
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